array. At both energies the maximum multiplicity of intermediate mass fragments (IMF) normalized to the size of the decaying system is about one IMF per 30 nucleons but the element distributions show significant differences. Within a coalescence picture the suppression of heavy fragments in central collisions at E/A = 100 MeV may be related to a reduction of the density in momentum space which is caused by the collective expansion. [1] . Beyond E/A = 100 MeV a steady decline of the mean fragment multiplicity is seen at small impact parameters [2, 3] . The increasing importance of peripheral collisions for the multifragmentation channel at higher energies was revealed by the observation of the "rise and fall of multifragment emission" in Au induced reactions at E/A = 600 MeV [4, 5] .
In peripheral collisions the observed radial motion of fragments with charge Z~8 can be ascribed to the Coulomb repulsion between the produced particles [6] , and collective expansion velocities of the decaying spectator nuclei are small. Central collisions in symmetric reactions, on the other hand, exhibit large collective velocities [7 -10] . A collective expansion is expected [11] [12] [13] [14] [15] [16] [17] The upper part of Fig. 1 shows the mean observed number of IMFs (3~ZiMF~30) as a function of the reduced impact parameter b. The impact parameter scale was derived from the multiplicity of light particles at E/A = 100 MeV [3] and Zq, ""d at E/A = 1000 MeV [21] . At E/A = 100 MeV a maximum mean fragment multiplicity of (NiMF) = 10 is detected in central collisions [3] .
The majority of the fragments originate from the interaction region. At E/A = 1000 MeV, the maximum mean multiplicity of (NiMF) = 5 is seen in peripheral collisions. In 
which depends only on the total mass of the system, A~, and the ratio (E/A) ft /T.
The observed ratio between the two distributions shown in Fig. 1 -normalized at Z = 3 -is given in Fig. 3 by the dots. The lines in Fig. 3 
